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CONSTITUTION. 


PREAMBLE. 

For  the  purpose  of  effecting  uniformity  in  the 
administration  of  the  privileges,  honors,  and  benefits 
of  the  Order,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  of  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  (hereinafter  called  the  Grand 
Lodge),  ordains  the  following  Articles  as  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  Rebekah  Lodges  within  its  jurisdiction. 

ARTICLE  I. 

This  Lodge  shall  be  constituted  by  at  least  seven 
members,  irrespective  of  sex,  including  one  qualified 
to  preside  at  its  sessions,  shall  be  hailed  and  entitled 

I  Victoria  Morse  Rebekah  Lodge,  No.  143, 1. 0. 0,  F., 

and  shall  possess  the  full  powers  and  privileges  of  a 
Rebekah  Lodge,  holding  a  legal,  unreclaimed,  and 
valid  charter,  duly  granted  and  formally  presented 
by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

ARTICLE  II. 

SESSIONS. 

Section  i  .  —  Regular  Sessions.  —  This  Lodge 
shall  hold  one  or  more  regular  sessions  in  each  month, 
on  the  evenings  and  at  the  hours  specified  in  the  By- 
Laws.  Whenever  the  evening  specified  for  the 
holding  of  a  session  shall  be  that  of  a  legally  estab- 
lished or  generally  recognized  holiday,  the  regular 
session  of  such  evening  maybe  omitted,  if  the  Lodge 
shall  so  decide  at  a  previous  regular  session. 
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Sec.  2. — Special  Sessions. —  Special  sessions  may 
be  called  by  the  Noble  Grand,  at  option,  and  such 
session's  shall  be  called  on  the  written  request  of  five 
or  more  membeis,  at  which  no  business  shall  be 
transacted,  except  that  specified  in  the  notice ;  and 
every  member  must  be  notified  by  written  or  printed 
circular. 

Sec.  3. —  Q nor um.— Five  members  of  this  Lodge, 
including  one  qualified  to  preside,  shall  constitute  a 
quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

Sec.  4.—  Term. — The  term,  of  fifty-two  weeks, 
shall  commence  on  the  first  session  in  January, 
and  shall  end  on  the  day  the  succeeding  one  com- 
mences. 

ARTICLE  III. 

OFFICERS. 

Section  1 . —  Elective  Officers. —  The  elective  offi- 
cers of  this  Lodge  shall  consist  of  a  N.  G.,  V.  G., 
Secretary,  (and  if  the  By-Laws  so  provide,  a  Finan- 
cial Secretary) ,  and  a  Treasurer,  who  shall  serve  a 
regular  term  each. 

Sec.  2. —  Appointed  Officers. —  The  appointed  of- 
ficers shall  consist  of  a  W.,  C.,  I.  G.,  O.  G.,  R.  S. 
N.  G.,  L.  S.  N.  G.,  and  Chaplain,  who  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  N.  G- ;  and  R.  and  L.  S.  V.  G., 
who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  V.  G. 

Sec.  3. —  Qualification  for  Office. — To  be  eligible 
to  the  office  of  Vice  Grand,  a  member  must  have 
served  a  term  in  some  elective  or  appointed  office  in 
a  Rebekah  Lodge,  other  than  Trustee ;  and  to  be 
eligible  to  the  office  of  Noble  Grand,  a  member  must 
have  served  a  term  in  the  office  of  Vice  Grand  in  a 
Rebekah  Lodge. 

Sec.  4. —  Nomination  of  Officers. —  Nominations 
for  the  elective  offices  may  be  made  at  either  of  the  two 
sessions  immediately  preceding  that  of  the  election. 
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Sec.  5. —  Election  of  Officers. —  The  elective  offi- 
cers of  this  Lodge  shall  be  chosen  separately,  by  a 
majority  of  written  or  printed  ballots,  at  the  last  reg- 
ular session  in  each  term.  The  ballots  shall  be  white 
and  shall  be  furnished  by  the  Lodge.  Should  no 
candidate  receive  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast,  the 
balloting  shall  be  continued,,  and  any  qualified  mem- 
ber who  may  receive  a  majority  of  the  ballots  shall 
be  entitled  to  the  office,  whether  previously  nomi- 
nated or  not;  and  all  ballots,  including  blanks,  shall 
be  counted. 

Vacancies  may  be  filled  at  any  regular  session,  by 
the  election  of  duly  qualified  members,  as  provided 
in  Section  3  of  this  Article ;  an  officer  so  elected, 
and  serving  the  residue  of  the  term,  shall  be  entitled 
to  the  full  honors  of  the  office. 

Sec.  6. —  Installation. —  The  installation  of  the 
officers  shall  take  place  at  the  first  regular  session  in 
the  term,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable. 

Sec.  7. —  Absence  or  Resignation  of  Officers.— 
An  officer  who  is  absent  for  three  successive  sessions 
shall  thereby  forfeit  the  office,  unless  excused  by  the 
Lodge ;  and  the  Lodge,  by  a  two-thirds  vote,  may 
declare  the  chair  vacant.  It  is  hereby  expressly  pro- 
vided that  an  officer  must  serve  a  majority  of  the 
nights  of  a  term,  unless  prevented  by  sickness,  ex- 
cept when  elected  to  fill  a  vacancy,  to  be  entitled  to 
the  honors  of  the  office.  Should  an  officer  resign 
during  the  term,  such  officer  shall  not  be  entitled  to 
the  honors  thereof.  Any  officer  may,  after  impeach- 
ment, trial  and  conviction,  be  removed  from  office 
for  incompetency  or  official  misconduct 

ARTICLE  IV. 

DUTIES  OF  OFFICERS. 

Section  i. —  Duties  of  Noble  Grand. — It  shall  be 
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the  duty  of  the  N.  G.  to  preside  in  the  Lodge,  and 
to  enforce  a  due  observance  of  the  Laws  of  the  Order ; 
to  see  that  all  officers  of  the  Lodge,  and  members  of 
committees,  perform  their  respective  duties ;  to  ap- 
point all  officers  and  committees  not  otherwise 
provided  for ;  to  give  the  casting  vote  only,  on  all 
matters  or  questions  before  the  Lodge,  except  the 
election  of  officers  and  members,  when  the  N-  G. 
shall  be  entitled  to  vote ;  to  inspect  and  announce 
the  result  of  all  ballotings  or  other  votes ;  to  have 
charge  of  the  charter,  which  must  always  be  in  the 
Lodge  while  in  session  ;  to  draw  upon  the  Treasurer 
for  all  sums  that  have  been  voted  by  the  Lodge, 
and  to  perforin  such  other  duties  as  appertain  to  the 
office.  The  N.G.  shall  not  make  or  second  any  motion, 
neither  take  part  in  any  debate  while  in  the  chair. 

Sec.  2. — Duties  of  Vice  Grand. — The  V.  G.  shall 
assist  the  N.  G.  in  presiding  in  the  Lodge,  appoint 
the  Supporters  of  the  V.  G.,  and  have  special 
charge  of  the  door,  under  the  N.G.  In  the  absence 
of  the  N.  G.,  the  V.  G.  shall  preside,  and  perform 
all  other  duties  required  by  the  charges  and  usages 
of  the  Order.  If  the  By-Laws  so  provide,  the  V.  G. 
may  assist  in  the  examination  of  ball  ballots,  and 
after  the  N.  G.  shall  have  inspected  the  same,  may 
make  known  the  result  so  far  as  to  state  whether  the 
ballot  is  favorable  or  unfavorable. 

Sec.  3. — Duties  of  the  Secretary. — The  Secretary 
shall  keep  an  accurate  record  of  the  Lodge  proceed- 
ings ;  safely  keep  the  seal  of  the  Lodge,  which  that 
officer,  alone,  is  authorized  to  use  ;  and  with  which 
shall  be  authenticated  all  official  documents  and  pa- 
pers issued  by  and  for  the  Lodge  ;  to  its  legal  use  (ex- 
cept upon  official  certificates  if  the  Lodge  has  a 
Financial  Secretary)  the  Secretary^  official  signa- 
ture shall  attest ;  shall  write  all  communications ; 
issue  all  summonses,  and  all  notices  not  otherwise 
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provided  for;  attest  to  all  moneys  ordered  to  be 
paid  at  regular  sessions,  and  none  other ;  furnish 
the  Secretary  of  any  Subordinate  Lodge  the  names 
of  the  members  of  such  Subordinate  Lodge  who 
are  also  members  of  this  Rebekah  Lodge.  At 
the  close  of  each  year  ending  December  31,  pro- 
cure from  the  Financial  Secretary,  Treasurer,  and 
Trustees,  all  items  appertaining  to  these  several  offi- 
ces required  for  the  report  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  and 
make  out  said  report  in  accordance  with  the  blanks 
furnished ;  and  deliver  to  successor  in  office,  or  to 
any  committee  the  Lodge  may  appoint  to  receive 
them,  all  books,  papers  or  other  property  appertain- 
ing to  the  office. 

Sec.  4. — Duties  of  the  Financial  Secretary. — It 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Financial  Secretary  to  keep 
just  and  true  accounts  between  the  Lodge  and  its 
members,  enter  all  charges  as  they  become  due,  credit 
all  moneys  paid,  (giving  the  official  certificate  as 
receipt  for  dues)  and  pay  the  same  to  the  Trea 
surer,  at  each  regular  session,  taking  a  receipt 
therefor;  to  report  to  the  Lodge  the  names  of 
of  all  members  who  are  indebted  for  one  year's  dues  ; 
at  the  close  of  each  term,  to  submit  a  statement  ol  ail 
moneys  received  and  paid  to  the  Treasurer;  for 
the  year  ending  December  31,  to  furnish  the  Secre- 
tary with  all  items  appertaining  to  the  office,  required 
for  the  report  to  the  Grand  Lodge  ;  and  to  deliver  to 
successor  in  office,  or  to  any  committee  the  Lodge 
may  appoint  to  receive  them,  all  moneys,  books,  pa- 
pers, or  other  property  appertaining  to  the  office. 
In  case  no  Financial  Secretary  is  elected  and  installed, 
the  Secretary  shall  perform  the  duties  specified  or  im- 
plied in  this  Section. 

Sec.  5. —  Duties  of  Treasurer. —  The  Treasurer 
shall  receipt  for  all  moneys  received  as  Lodge  funds, 
keep  a  full  and  correct  account  of  the  receipts  and 
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expenditures,  and  limit  the  surplus  funds  to  such 
amount  as  the  By-Laws  may  specify,  by  paying 
the  excess  to  such  Trustees  as  the  Lodge  may  elect : 
pay  all  orders  drawn  by  the  N.  G.,  attested  by  the 
Secretary,  for  such  bills  as  shall  have  been  ordered 
paid  by  the  Lodge,  and  at  the  close  of  each  term  (or 
oftener  if  the  By-Laws  so  provide)  submit  a  detailed 
report  of  receipts  and  expenditures ;  furnish  the 
Secretary,  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  with  all 
items  appertaining  to  the  office  required  for  the  report 
to  the  Grand  Lodge ;  have  the  books  written  up 
for  the  Finance  Committee,  prior  to  the  commence- 
ment of  the  succeeding  term,  and  deliver  all  moneys, 
books,  papers,  etc.,  in  possession,  belonging  to  the 
Lodge,  to  a  successor  in  office,  or  to  any  committee 
whom  the  Lodge  may  specially  authorize  to  receive 
them. 

Sec.  6. — Duties  of  the  Warden. —  The  Warden 
shall  superintend  the  ballotings,  under  the  direction 
of  the  N.  G.,  and  canvass  all  votes  on  motions 
and  resolutions  when  required  by  the  N.  G.,  so  to  do, 
shall  be.  the  messenger  of  the  Lodge,  have  charge  of 
the  regalia,  and  perform  such  other  duties  as  are  pre- 
scribed in  the  charge  of  the  office. 

Sec.  7. —  The  Condiictor  and  other  Appointed  Of- 
ficers shall  perform  such  duties  as  are  prescribed  for 
them  by  the  general  regulations,  and  the  charges  of 
their  respective  offices. 

ARTICLE  V. 

TRUSTEES. 

At  the  last  regular  session  in  December  of  each 
year  there  shall  be  elected  by  a  majority  vote,  three  or 
more  members  of  this  Lodge,  as  may  be  fixed  in  the 
By-Laws,  who  shall  be  denominated  u  Trustees  of  the 
Funds  of 
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E.  Victoria  Morse  Rebekah  Lodge,  No.  143, 1 7 .0 ].O.F. 
who  shall  hold  in  trust  all  its  funds,  stocks,  and  secu- 
rities. They  shall  deposit,  exehange,  or  transfer  the 
same,  or  any  part  thereof,  when  required  so  to  do  by 
a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  Lodge.  Said  Trustees  shall 
deposit  in  some  reliable  trust  or  banking  company,  or 
invest  in  such  manner  as  the  Lodge  may  direct,  all 
moneys  they  may  receive  from  the  Treasurer,  or 
otherwise,  belonging  to  the  Lodge ;  and,  whenever 
directed  by  a  two-thirds  vote,  they  shall  withdraw  so 
much  of  the  amount  so  deposited  or  invested  as  may 
be  expressed  in  the  vote,  and  pay  the  same  imme- 
diately to  the  Treasurer,  taking  a  receipt  therefor. 
It  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  said  Trustees,  as  soon 
as  practicable  after  the  deposit  or  investment  of  any 
funds,  or  the  withdrawal  of  such  deposits  or  invest- 
ments of  said  funds,  to  render  an  account  in  writing, 
in  order  that  the  transaction  may  appear  on  the 
records.  They  shall  furnish  the  Secretary  with  all 
items  appertaining  to  their  duties  required  for  the  re- 
port to  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  submit  a  detailed  report 
of  the  financial  condition  of  the  Lodge  at  the  close  of 
each  term.  Either  of  said  Trustees,  for  non-perform- 
ance of  duty,  or  for  misconduct,  may  after  due  trial, 
be  removed  from  office  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the 
members  present  at  a  regular  session.  The  Lodge 
may,  if  it  prefers,  arrange  that  one  Trustee  shall  be 
elected  each  year  to  serve  for  three  years. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

Section  i. —  Qualification. —  The  persons  speci- 
fied herein,  if  white,  may  become  members  of  this 
Lodge  upon  proper  application  : 

1 .  All  persons  who  have  received  the  Degree  of 
Rebekah. 


10 


CONSTITUTION. 


2.  All  Odd  Fellows  in  pood  standing  and  their 
wives,  their  daughters,  their  sisters  and  their  mothers, 
and  the  daughters,  sisters  and  mothers  of  deceased 
Odd  Fellows. 

3.  All  unmarried  white  women  who  have  attained 
the  age  of  eighteen  years,  who  believe  in  a  Supreme, 
Intelligent  Creator  and  Ruler  of  the  Universe,  and 
who  are  of  good  moral  character. 

Sec.  2. —  Fee. — The  fee  for  admission,  either  by 
initiation  or  by  deposit  of  card  or  dismissal  certificate, 
must  accompany  the  application,  and  should  the  ap- 
plication be  rejected,  the  amount  shall  be  returned. 
The  fee  for  initiation  shall  not  be  less  than  one  dollar. 

Sec.  3. —  Application. —  Application  for  member- 
bership  in  this  Lodge,  either  by  initiation,  deposit  of 
card,  or  dismissal  certificate,  must  be  presented  by  a 
member  in  writing,  and  including  the  proposition  and 
report  of  the  Investigating  Committee,  shall  be  in  the 
following  form  : 

APPLICATION. 

 ,   .  IQO 

Jo  the  Officers  and  Members  of  E.  Victoria  Morse 
Rebekah  Lodge,  No.  143.  /.  O.  O.  F .: 

I,  ,  approving  the  principles  of  the. 

Rebekah  Degree,  and  the  provisions  of  your  Consti- 
tution and  By-Laws,  have  requested  

to  propose  me  as  a  candidate  for  admission  into  your 

Lodge  by  ;  my  place  of  residence  is  . 

[  This  "part  to  be  filled  out  by  women  only.] 

I  am  above  eighteen  years  ot  age  and  married  ; 

I  am  the  of   ,  of  Lodge,  No. — , 

I.  O.  O.  F. 


My  health  is  :  I  have  before  applied  for 

admission  in  a  Rebekah  Lodge  ;  I  have  received 

the  Rebekah  Degree ;  1  refer  you  to  and 

   ,  Applicant. 
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PROPOSITION. 

Being  personally  acquainted  with  the  above  named 

applicant,  I  hereby  propose  for  admission  into 

this  Lodge.   . 

REPORT. 

 ■-.  ,  190 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  E.  Victoria  Morse 
Rebekah  Lodge,  No.  143.  /.  U '.  0 '.  F.  : 
The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  applica- 
tion of  to  become  a  member  of  this  Lodge 

have  attended  to  their  duty,  and  recommend  that  — 

be  -  admitted.  )  Investigating 

.  (  Co7iimittee. 

[Should  the  Committee  be  satisfied  that  there  are  Consti- 
tutional objections  to  the  applicant,  they  should  state  what 
they  are  in  their  report,  after  the  word  "  admitted."! 

If  the  applicant  be  an  Odd  Fellow,  or  the  wife, 
daughter,  sister  or  mother  of  an  Odd  Fellow,  or  the 
daughter,  sister  or  mother  of  a  deceased  Odd  Fellow, 
the  application  must  be  accompanied  by  a  certificate 
of  such  Odd  Fellow's  good  standing  in  his  Subordi- 
nate Lodge,  under  its  seal  and  signed  by  its  Secretary. 

FORM  OF  CERTIFICATE. 

This  is  to  Certify  that  is  a 

member  in  good  standing  of   Lodge, 

No.  .  .  ,  I.  O.  O.  F. 

[Seal]   Fin.  Secretary. 

Attest:   Secretary. 

[The  above  certificate  may  be  filled  out  and  signed  by  the 
Fin.  Sec,  but  mustha&x  the  seal  of  the  Lodge,  and  be  attested 
by  the  signature  ofthe  Secretary?^ 

Sec.  4. — Investigation  and  Report. —  The  appli- 
cation shall  be  recorded,  and  then  be  referred  to  an 
Investigating  Committee  of  three  members  of  this 
Lodge,  who  shall  inquire  as  to  the  health,  character, 
and  standing  of  the  applicant,  with  whom  at  least  one 
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of  the  committee  shall  have  a  personal  interview. 
They  shall  make  a  faithful  report  at  the  next  regular 
session,  unless  by  request  of  the  committee  the  Lodge 
shall  grant  further  time.  When  the  report  shall  have 
been  submitted  to  the  Lodge,  action  shall  be  deferred 
until  the  next  regular  session,  or,  from  time  to  time, 
until  any  question  as  to  the  fitness  of  the  applicant 
may  be  determined. 

Sec.  5. —  Ballot. — A  ball  ballot  shall  be  taken  on 
the  application,  and  if  not  more  than  two  black  balls 
are  cast  the  applicant  shall  be  declared  elected  ;  but 
if  three  or  more  black  balls  appear,  the  applicant  shall 
be  declared  rejected ;  and  in  all  cases,  not  less  than 
a  quorum  of  the  Lodge  must  have  voted  to  constitute 
a  legal  ballot.  Should  black  balls  aopear,  the  Lodge 
may,  by  general  consent  or  a  majority  vote,  imme- 
diately retake  the  ballot,  in  order  to  verify  the  fact 
that  black  balls  were,  or  were  not,  cast  by  error ;  but 
the  N.  G.,  or  V.  G.,  assisting,  shall  not  be  required 
to  state  the  number  of  black  balls  cast.  The  ballot 
must  be  retaken  before  the  transaction  of  any  other 
business,  and  the  second,  if  taken,  shall  be  the  legal 
ballot.  In  balloting,  the  ballot-box  shall  be  placed 
on  a  stand,  in  the  centre  of  the  hall,  in  full  view  of  the 
N.  G. 

Sec.  6. —  Declaring  a  Ballot  Void. —  Should  the 
Lodge  elect  an  applicant  to  membership,  and  prior  to 
admission  become  satisfied  that  said  applicant  is  un- 
worthy, it  shall  be  competent  for  the  Lodge  to  annul 
such  election  and  declare  it  void  by  a  two-thirds  vote 
of  the  members  present,  notice  of  such  proposed 
action  having  been  given  one  session  previous,  and 
the  Lodge  shall  then  proceed  to  a  new  ballot,  as  pro- 
vided in  Section  5  of  this  Article. 

Sec.  7. — Reconsideration  of  Ballot. — A  reconsid- 
eration of  a  ballot  si  inadmissible,  except  when  all  the 
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members  who  cast  black  balls  against  an  applicant 
for  membership  voluntarily  make  a  motion  for  a 
reconsideration  of  the  ballot,  and  in  such  case  the  vote 
on  the  reconsideration  shall  be  by  ball  ballot :  and  if 
all  the  votes  be  favorable  (white),  the  reconsideration 
shall  be  had.  The  application  shall  then  lie  upon 
the  table  until  the  next  regular  session,  when  another 
ballot  shall  be  had  with  ball  ballots  ;  and  if  the  same 
be  unanimously  in  favor,  the  applicant  shall  thereby 
be  elected ;  but  if  one  or  more  black  balls  appear, 
in  either  ballot,  the  application  shall  be  declared 
rejected ;  and  in  no  instance  shall  more  than  one  re- 
consideration in  the  same  case  be  allowed ;  and 
provided,  always,  that  such  reconsideration  shall  be 
had  within  the  four  regular  sessions  next  succeeding 
the  rejection. 

Sec.  8. —  Non-Residents. — No  person  shall  be  in- 
itiated in  this  Lodge  who  resides  in  any  other  town 
or  city,  where  a  Lodge  or  Lodges  exist,  without  an 
official  permit  from  a  Lodge  in  said  town  or  city,  or 
from  the  Board  of  Grand  Officers. 

Sec.  9. — Application  by  Card,  etc. — A  member 
holding  an  unexpired  withdrawal  or  visiting  card,  the 
holder  of  a  dismissal  certificate  from  any  other  Re- 
bekah  Lodge,  or  an  Ancient  Member  (one  whose 
withdrawal  card  has  expired  or  who  has  resigned), 
may  apply  for  membership  in  the  form  prescribed 
for  other  applicants.  The  application  shall  be  dis- 
posed of  as  provided  in  Sections  4  and  5  of  this 
article. 

If  the  application  be  by  deposit  of  visiting  card, 
upon  election  of  the  applicant,  this  Lodge  shall  notify 
the  Lodge  of  which  the  applicant  is  a  member,  of  such 
election,  and  admission  shall  be  deferred  until  the  ap- 
plicant's withdrawal  card  shall  have  been  deposited 
in  this  Lodge. 
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The  fee  in  each  case  shall  not  be  less  than  one  dol- 
lar, and  must  accompany  the  application.  Provided, 
however,  that  if  the  application  be  by  deposit  of  with- 
drawal card  taken  from  this  Lodge,  the  fee  may  be 
such  sum  as  the  By-Laws  may  provide. 

Sec.  io. — Notice  of  Rejection. — When  two  or 
more  Lodges  are  located  in  the  same  city  or  town,  and 
either  of  said  Lodges  shall  have  rejected  an  applicant, 
the  Secretary  of  said  Lodge  shall  immediately  notify 
Rebekah  Lodges  so  located,  and  none  other,  of  such 
rejection. 

An  applicant  rejected  shall  not  be  again  balloted 
for  in  this  or  any  other  Rebekah  Lodge  for  six  months 
thereafter. 

Sec.  ii. —  Reinstateme?it  within  One  Year. —  A 
member  of  this  Lodge  suspended  for  non-payment  of 
dues,  may,  within  one  year  after  suspension,  be  rein- 
stated on  paying  the  amount  of  one  yea^s  dues  and 
complying  with  the  provisions  of  Section  3  of  this 
Article,  prescribed  for  other  applicants.  The  appli- 
cation shall  be  disposed  of  as  expressed  in  Sections 
4  and  5  of  this  Article,  except  that  a  majority  only  of 
ball  ballots,  in  favor,  shall  be  required  for  reinstate- 
ment. 

Sec.  12. —  Reinstatement  after  One  Year. — After 
one  year  from  the  date  of  suspension,  a  member  of 
this  Lodge  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues  may 
be  reinstated  upon  payment  of  the  fee  charged  for  an 
initiate  of  the  same  age,  or  such  less  sum  as  the  By- 
Laws  may  prescribe. 

Application  accompanied  with  the  requisite  fee 
must  be  made  in  the  form  prescribed  for  other  appli- 
cants, and  shall  be  disposed  of  as  provided  in  Sections 
4  and  5  of  this  Article. 

Sec.  13. —  Readmission  of  Expelled  Members. — 
A  member  who  has  been  expelled  and  desires  to  be 
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readmitted,  shall  present  an  application  therefor,  as 
provided  in  Section  3  of  this  Article,  which  shall  be 
referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  as  in  the  case  of  other 
applicants,  who  shall  inform  themselves  as  to  the 
present  character  and  circumstances  of  the  applicant, 
and  report  as  soon  as  practicable.  On  the  reception 
of  the  report,  a  ball  ballot  shall  be  had  on  the  question, 
"  Shall  application  be  made  to  the  Grand  Lodge  for 
permission  to  readmit  the  applicant?1'  If  two-thirds 
of  the  ballots  be  in  the  affirmative,  such  application 
shall  be  made.  At  the  next  regular  session  after  the 
receipt  of  permission  from  the  Grand  Lodge  to  readmit 
the  applicant,  a  ballot  shall  be  taken  on  the  ap- 
plication for  readmission,  and  if  not  more  than  two 
black  balls  appear,  the  applicant  shall  be  readmitted. 

Sec.  14. —  Withdrawing  Application. — An  appli- 
cation for  membership  may  be  withdrawn,  without 
the  permission  of  the  Lodge,  before  the  report  of 
the  committee  thereon  is  read  to  the  Lodge,  but 
not  afterward,  either  with  or  without  such  permission. 

Sec.  15.  —  Non-appearance  of  Can-didate.  —  A 
candidate  failing  to  appear  for  membership  for  three 
months  after  being  notified,  said  election  shall  be  null 
and  void,  unless  by  unanimous  vote  the  Lodge  shall 
determine  otherwise. 

Sec.  16. — Commencement  of  Me7nbership.—  Mem- 
bership in  this  Lodge  shall  commence  when  the 
candidate  signs  the  Constitution. 

Sec.  17. —  Term  of  Residence. —  No  person  shall 
be  initiated  in  this  Lodge  who  has  not  resided  within 
its  jurisdiction  for  a  period  of  three  consecutive  months 
next  preceding  the  date  of  the  applicaton,  except  as 
provided  in  Section  8,  for  non-residents. 

Sec.  18. —  The  membership  of  a  brother  in  this 
Lodge  is  dependent  on  continuous  good  standing  in 
a  Subordinate  Lodge,  except  that  if  he  shall  take  a 
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Withdrawal  Card  from  the  Subordinate  Lodge  of 
which  he  is  a  member,  his  membership  in  this  Lodge 
shall  not  be  affected  thereby  for  one  year  from  the 
date  of  said  Withdrawal  Card,  if  during  that  time  he 
shall  keep  his  dues  paid  up  in  this  Lodge. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

DUES. 

Section  i. —  Dues. —  The  regular  dues  to  this 
Lodge  shall  not  be  less  than  one  dollar  per  year,  the 
amount  to  be  specified  in  the  By-Laws.  Dues  accrue 
weekly,  and  a  member  of  this  Lodge  is  indebted  to  the 
Lodge  for  the  number  of  weeks  dues  accrued  and  un- 
paid. Dues  may  be  paid,  in  full  or  in  part,  at  any 
Lodge  session,  but  no  member  shall  be  privileged,  or 
permitted,  to  pay  weekly  dues,  and  leave  unpaid  any 
legal  fine  or  assessment  of  previous  date. 

Sec.  2. —  Penalty  for  Non-payment . —  A  member 
who  is  indebted  to  the  Lodge  for  more  than  thirteen 
weeks1  dues  is  not  entitled  to  the  term  pass-word,  or  to 
vote  in  the  Lodge,  but  is  a  contributing  member  until 
suspended  or  expelled ;  entitled  to  visit  this  Lodge, 
and  to  receive  attentive  benefits. 

The  Lodge  shall  not  refuse  to  receive,  in  full  or  in 
part,  the  dues  of  a  member  prior  to  suspension,  and 
no  member  shall  be  suspended  for  non-payment  of 
dues  unless  at  the  time  of  suspension  said  member 
is  indebted  to  the  Lodge  for  one  year's  dues :  but 
when  a  member  shall  be  liable  to  suspension  by  being 
indebted  to  the  Lodge  for  dues  for  the  space  of  "one 
year,  the  member  shall  be  notified  by  the  Secretary, 
under  seal  of  the  Lodge,  at  least  four  weeks  pre- 
vious to  action  being  taken,  of  such  indebtedness, 
and  the  pendency  of  such  action,  and  the  Secretary 
shall,  on  the  expiration  of  the  notice,  and  the  member 
being  still  indebted  for  one  year's  dues,  report  the 
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same  to  the  Lodge ;  and  unless  action  be  deferred  a 
vote  shall  be  taken  upon  the  question  :  "  Shall  Broth- 
er  (or  Sister  )  be  excused  from  suspension?1' 

and  a  record  thereof  shall  be  made  upon  the  minutes. 
If  a  majority  vote  favorably,  the  brother  or  sister  shall 
be  declared  excused,  otherwise  he  or  she  shall  be 
declared  suspended.  The  vote  shall  not  be  recon- 
sidered, but  the  indebtedness  still  existing,  a  new 
notice  may  be  given  at  any  time,  and  on  its  expira- 
tion, another  vote  taken;  both  under  the  same 
formality  as  the  first. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

CARDS. 

Section  i. —  Visiting  Cards. —  A  member  of  this 
Lodge  on  making  application  for  a  visiting  card,  either 
personally  or  in  writing,  if  no  legal  disqualification 
then  exists,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  upon  pay- 
ment of  dues  to  the  end  of  the  time  for  which  it  is 
granted,  including  such  fee  for  the  card  as  may  be 
specified  in  the  By-Laws'.  Visiting  Cards  may  be 
granted  during  the  recess  of  the  Lodge  by  the  Noble 
Grand  and  Secretary,  upon  receipt  of  a  written  appli- 
cation therefor  and  the  payment  of  all  dues  and  the 
fee,  as  aforesaid ;  such  action  to  be  reported  to  the 
Lodge  at  its  next  regular  session,  so  that  it  shall  ap- 
pear on  the  records. 

Sec.  2. —  Withdrawal  Cards. — A  member  desiring 
a  withdrawal  card  shall  make  application  to  the  Lodge 
therefor,  either  personally  or  in  writing ;  and  if  free 
from  charges,  and  not  indebted  to  the  Lodge,  the 
Lodge  shall,  at  the  same  or  the  next  regular  session 
after  such  card  is  applied  for,  proceed  to  vote  on  the 
application  by  ball  ballot ;  and  if  a  majority  of  the  bal- 
lots be  favorable,  or  white,  the  card  shall  be  granted. 

A  Certificate  of  Election  in  another  Rebekah  Lodge 
of  this  Order,  of  a  member  of  this  Lodge  holding  an 
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unexpired  Visiting  Card,  shall  entitle  such  member 
to  a  Withdrawal  Card,  if  free  from  all  charges  and 
not  indebted  to  the  Lodge. 

The  vote  granting  a  withdrawal  card  shall  neither 
be  reconsidered  nor  rescinded. 

Sec. 3  . —  Reinstatement  for  Withdrawal  Card. 
A  member  of  this  Lodge,  suspended  for  non-payment 
of  dues,  who  shall  make  application  for  reinstatement 
and  a  withdrawal  card,  may  be  reinstated  and  granted 
a  final  card  at  any  time  within  five  years  from  the 
date  of  suspension,  upon  the  payment  of  one  year's 
dues  and  the  usual  price  of  the  card.  Should  the 
Lodge  refuse  reinstatement,  the  applicant  shall  be  en- 
titled to  receive,  and  the  Lodge  shall,  upon  proper 
application,  grant  a  dismissal  certificate  upon  the  re- 
ceipt of  one  dollar. 

Sec.  4. —  Dismissal  Certificates. —  A  member  of 
this  Lodge  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues,  wish- 
ing to  join  another  Lodge  in  this  jurisdiction,  within 
five  years  from  date  of  suspension,  may,  upon  proper 
application,  be  granted  a  dismissal  certificate  by  a 
majority  vote  of  the  Lodge.  After  five  year's  sus- 
pension, a  dismissal  certificate  for  this  purpose  shall 
be  granted,  upon  proper  application,  without  a  vote 
of  the  Lodge. 

A  member  of  this  Lodge,  suspended  for  non-pay- 
ment of  dues,  wishing  to  regain  membership  in  another 
jurisdiction,  or  to  whom  reinstatement  has  been  re- 
fused, shall  be  entitled  to  receive  and  the  Lodge  shall, 
upon  proper  application,  grant  a  dismissal  certificate. 

The  fee  for  a  dismissal  certificate,  in  all  cases,  shall 
be  one  dollar,  and  must  accompany  the  application. 

Dismissal  certificates  may  be  received  on  application 
for  membership  in  any  Lodge  excepting  that  granting 
the  same ;  but  the  privilege  of  visiting  a  Lodge  on  a 
dismissal  certificate  is  hereby  denied. 
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ARTICLE  IX. 

PENALTIES  AND  TRIAL. 

Section  1 . — A  member  who  shall  violate  any  of 
the  principles  of  the  Order,  or  offend  against  these 
Articles  or  the  By-Laws,  may  be  fined,  reprimanded, 
suspended,  or  expelled,  as  the  By-Laws  direct,  or  the 
Lodge  shall  determine.  But  no  member  shall  be  lia- 
ble to  more  than  one  penalty  for  the  same  offence. 

Sec.  2. —  Every  member  shall  be  entitled  to  a  fair 
trial  for  any  offence  involving  either  of  the  penalties 
named  in  Section  1  of  this  Article,  but  shall  not  be 
put  on  trial  unless  charges  duly  specifying  the  offence 
be  submitted  to  the  Lodge  in  writing  by  one  or  more 
members  of  the  Order. 

Sec.  3. — When  charges  have  been  preferred  against 
a  member  in  proper  manner,  they  shall  be  referred  to 
a  special  committee  of  five  members,  who  shall,  with 
as  little  delay  as  the  case  will  admit,  summon  the  par- 
ties, and  examine  the  matter  in  question,  as  provided 
in  the  Code  of  Procedure  of  this  jurisdiction.  Should 
the  committee  be  satisfied  that  the  charge  is  sus- 
tained, they  shall,  with  their  report,  submit  a  motion 
to  the  Lodge  for  the  infliction  of  such  penalty,  as  in 
their  judgment,  the  offence  demands  ;  and  if  not  in- 
volving suspension  or  expulsion,  the  adoption  of  the 
report  shall  be  final,  unless  an  appeal  be  taken. 

Sec.  4. — When  a  motion  for  the  suspension  or  ex- 
pulsion of  a  member  shall  have  been  submitted  in  du* 
form,  it  shall  be  the  special  order  of  business  for  the 
second  regular  session  thereafter ;  and  the  accused 
shall  be  summoned  to  be  in  attendance  at  the  Lodge 
at  that  time,  and  whether  the  implicated  member  be 
present  or  not,  the  Lodge  may  proceed  to  consider 
and  determine  it .  Two-thirds  of  the  members  present 
voting  in  favor  of  the  motion  by  ball-ballot,  it  shall 
be  carried ;  and  the  Lodge  shall  be  fully  competent, 
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while  such  motion  is  under  consideration,  to  vary  the 
penalty  from  the  original  motion. 

Sec.  5. — When  the  decision  of  a  committee  ap- 
pointed under  Section  3  shall  not  be  satisfactory  to 
all  parties,  either  of  those  interested  shall  have  the 
privilege  of  appeal  to  the  Lodge  ;  and  at  the  time  ap- 
pointed for  trying  the  appeal,  the  committee  shall 
present  to  the  Lodge,  in  writing,  the  grounds  on  which 
their  decision  was  founded,  and  the  parties  shall  have 
the  privilege  of  being  heard  before  the  Lodge ;  and 
the  Lodge  shall  determine  the  correctness  of  the  de- 
cision of  the  committee  by  a  majority  of  the  votes 
present,  and  any  member  shali  be  entitled  to  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  Lodge,  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  Article  X.;  and  on  command  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  the  member  may  be  tried  anew  for 
the  same  offence. 

Sec.  6. —  A  member  having  been  expelled  or 
suspended  for  cause  other  than  non-payment  of  dues, 
notice  thereof  shali  be  sent  to  the  Grand  Secretary. 
A  member  who  has  been  legally  expelled,  shall  not 
again  be  admitted  to  membership  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Sec.  7. — A  member  who  shall,  either  directly  or 
indirectly,  use  or  sanction  the  use  of  any  of  the  em- 
blems, the  name,  or  any  of  the  titles,  or  the  mottoes 
or  the  initials  thereof,  of  this  Order,  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  any  private  business  or  enterprise,  may  be 
admonished,  suspended,  or  expelled. 

ARTICLE  X. 

APPEALS. 

Section  i  . — A  member  who  may  desire  to  appeal 
from  the  final  action  of  the  Lodge  upon  any  question 
affecting  the  dues  or  membership  of  a  member  shall 
within  one  month  from  the  date  of  such  final  action, 
over  own  or  attorney's  signature,  give  written  notice 
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to  the  Lodge  of  intention  to  appeal  from  such  action, 
and  shall  specify  in  such  notice  whether  the  appeal  will 
be  made  to  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Master,  to  the 
Grand  Master,  or  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  which  notice 
shall  be  entered  in  full  upon  the  records  of  the  Lodge, 
and  then  placed  on  file. 

Sec.  2. —  The  appellant  shall,  within  two  sessions 
from  the  session  at  which  such  notice  of  appeal  is  giv- 
en over  appellants  own  or  attorney's  signature, 
present  to  the  Lodge  the  appeal  in  duplicate,  stating 
the  action  appealed  from  and  the  grounds  of  the  ap- 
peal, which  shall  be  entered  in  full  upon  the  records 
of  the  Lodge,  and  one  copy  thereof  placed  on  file. 
The  second  cop}7  of  said  appeal,  together  with  a  copy 
of  the  records  of  the  Lodge,  and  all  papers  referring 
to  the  appeal,  shall  be  authenticated  by  the  seal  of 
the  Lodge  and  the  signatures  of  the  Noble  Grand 
and  Secretary,  and  by  them  forwarded,  within  two 
weeks  from  the  date  of  its  receipt,  to  the  Grand  Lodge, 
or  officer  appealed  to. 

Sec.  3 . — An  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  District 
Deputy  Grand  Master  to  the  Grand  Master  or  to  the 
Grand  Lodge,  or  from  the  Grand  Master  to  the  Grand 
Lodge,  may  be  taken  within  two  weeks  from  the  date 
of  their  respective  decisions,  but  if  not  taken  within 
said  time,  such  decision  shall  be  final. 

Sec.  4. — If  the  appeal  is  taken  to  the  Grand  Lodge, 
the  Grand  Secretary  shall  immediately,  upon  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  papers  thereon,  forward  the  same  to  the 
Committee  on  Appeals.  Upon  the  request  of  said 
committee  he  shall  notify  the  Lodge  and  the  parties 
to  the  appeal  of  the  time  and  place  where  said  appeal 
will  be  heard,  and  such  notice  shall  be  sent  at  least 
two  weeks  before  the  time  of  said  hearing.  The 
committee  shall  hear  the  evidence  produced  by  the 
parties  to  the  appeal,  and  report  its  decision  to 
the  Grand  Lodge.    Should  either  party  neglect  or  re- 
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fuse  to  appear  at  said  hearing,  the  Committee  on 
Appeals  may  consider  the  appeal,  and  no  evidence 
shall  be  allowed  to  be  presented  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
by  any  party  so  neglecting  or  refusing  to  appear  be- 
fore the  said  Committee  on  Appeals. 

Sec.  5. —  All  appeals  from  Lodge  actions,  other 
than  specified  in  the  preceding  sections,  must  be  made 
on  or  before  the  regular  session  of  the  Lodge  next 
following  that  at  which  the  action  was  taken. 

ARTICLE  XI. 

RETURNS  AND  FORFEITURE  OF  CHARTER. 

Section  1 . —  Returns. —  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
officers,  immediately  following  December  31,  of  each 
year,  to  prepare  and  forward  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  a 
report  of  the  work  for  the  year  ending  as  aforesaid  in 
accordance  with  the  blanks  furnished  by  the  Grand 
Lodge,  and  authenticate  the  same  by  their  signatures 
and  the  seal  of  the  Lodge.  Refusing  or  neglecting 
to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  this  section  be- 
fore the  20th  of  January  of  each  year,  will  subject  the 
Lodge  to  a  fine  of  five  dollars. 

Section  2 . —  Forfeiture  of Charter . —  Should  this 
Lodge  fail  to  make  its  returns,  as  required  by  Section 
1  ot  this  article,  for  twelve  months,  it  shall  thereby 
forfeit  its  charter  and  become  extinct ;  and  it  shall 
become  the  duty  of  the  last  installed  officers  to  trans- 
mit or  surrender  to  the  Grand  Master  (or  such  other 
brother  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  Grand  Lodge  to 
receive  them),  the  charter,  books,  papers,  furniture, 
property  and  funds  of  the  Lodge. 

ARTICLE  XII. 

FINANCES. 

Section  i. — Funds  and  Property  not  to  be  Di- 
vided.—  The  funds,  property,  and  income  of  this 
Lodge  having  been  raised  for  the  purpose  of  relieving 
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the  sick  and  distressed  members,  and  other  charitable 
uses  in  the  Order,  are  not  to  be  divided  in  any  man- 
ner among  the  members,  but  shall  remain,  for  their 
legitimate  purposes,  the  property  of  the  Lodge,  so  long 
as  its  charter  is  unclaimed  and  five  members  remain 
in  good  standing  in  the  Lodge. 

Sec.  2. —  Expenditure  of  Funds. —  The  funds  of 
this  Lodge  may  be  disbursed  as  a  majority  of  the 
members  present  shall  by  vote  determine,  from  time 
to  time,  for  any  of  the  declared  purposes  of  the 
Rebekah  Degree,  as  set  fortn  in  the  Code  for  the 
government  of  Rebekah  Lodges,  adopted  by  the  Sov- 
ereign Grand  Lodge. 

ARTICLE  XIII. 

INTERPRETATION,  AMENDMENT  AND  BY-LAWS. 

Section  i  . — Interpretation . —  When  doubts  arise 
as  to  the  meaning  of  any  part  of  these  Articles,  they 
shall  be  determined  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Sec.  2. —  Amendment. —  Neither  these  Articles 
nor  any  part  thereof,  shall  be  altered,  amended  or 
annulled,  except  the  proposed  amendment  be  submit- 
ted to  the  Grand  Lodge  at  a  session  prior  to  action 
being  taken,  or  by  presentation  to  the  Board  of  Grand 
Officers,  in  writing,  at  least  three  months  before  the 
session  at  which  it  is  to  be  acted  upon  ;  in  which  case 
the  same  shall  be  presented  to  every  Rebekah  and 
Subordinate  Lodge,  by  circular,  at  least  thirty  days 
before  the  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Provided*  that  alterations  or  amendments,  necessary 
to  correct  non-conformity  to  the  laws  of  the  Sovereign 
Grand  Lodge  may  be  made  at  any  regular  session  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  without  previous  notice  ;  or  during 
the  recess  of  the  Grand  Lodge  by  the  Committee  on 
Laws,  subject  to  approval  by  the  Board  of  Grand  Of- 
ficers.  When  any  amendment  is  under  consideration 
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by  the  Grand  Lodge,  it  shall  be  in  order  to  amend  the 
same  in  any  manner  the  Grand  Lodge  may  determine. 

Sec.  3. —  By-Laws. —  This  Lodge  shall  stand  fully 
invested  with  power  to  adopt  such  By-Laws,  resolu- 
tions, and  rules  of  order,  from  time  to  time,  as  may 
be  deemed  expedient,  provided  they  do  not  in  any- 
wise conflict  with  any  part  of  these  Articles,  the  Con- 
stitution and  By-Laws  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  or  the 
principles  of  the  Order.  But  no  By-Law  or  amend- 
ment thereto  shall  be  adopted  unless  the  same  has 
been  submitted  to  the  Lodge,  in  wTiting,  at  a  regular 
session  previous  to  action  being  taken,  and  two-thirds 
of  the  members  present  shall  have  voted  in  favor  of 
the  same.  It  shall  be  lawful,  when  a  proposed  amend- 
ment to  the  By-Laws  has  been  regularly  submitted, 
to  amend  the  same,  while  under  consideration,  in  any 
manner  the  Lodge  may  determine,  not  in  violation  of 
this  Constitution  or  the  Laws  of  the  Sovereign  Grand 
Lodge. 

Sec.  4. — Approval  of  By-Laws. — On  the  adoption 
of  any  By-Law,  or  amendment  to  a  By-Law ;  also, 
before  the  issue  of  any  new  edition  of  the  full  code, 
whether  amended  or  not,  two  copies,  each  authenti- 
cated by  the  seal  of  the  Lodge,  and  attested  by  the 
Secretary,  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  Grand  Secretary 
for  examination  by  the  Committee  on  Laws,  and  shall 
not  be  in  force  unless  approved  by  said  Committee, 
or  by  the  Grand  Lodge ;  and  all  By-Laws  submitted 
for  approval  shall  be  written  or  printed  in  full,  as  in- 
tended to  appear  when  in  force.  After  approval  and 
printing  of  a  new  edition  of  the  full  code,  a  copy 
thereof  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  Grand  Secretary. 

a  true  copy, 
attest: 
JOHN  U.  PERKINS, 
Grand  Secretary. 


BY-LAWS. 


BY-LAWS. 


ARTICLE  I. 

SESSIONS. 

The  regular  sessions  of  this  Lodge  shall  be  held  on 
the  second  and  fourth  Mondays  of  each  month, 
except  during  the  months  of  July  and  August, 
when  only  one  session  in  each  of  said  months  shall 
be  held,  namely  :  on  the  second  Monday  of  July  and 
the  fourth  Monday  of  August.  The  sessions  shall 
be  opened  at  7.4.5  P.  M.,  from  October  first  to  April 
first,  and  at  8  P.  m.  from  April  first  to  October  first. 
(See  Article  II.  of  the  Constitution.) 

ARTICLE  II. 

FEES. 

Admission  in  this  Lodge  by  initiation  shall  be  two 
dollars  ;  by  card  or  as  Ancient  Member,  one  dollar. 
The  fee  for  a  withdrawal  card  shall  be  twenty-five 
cents. 

ARTICLE  III. 

DUES. 

The  annual  dues  in  this  Lodge  shall  be  two  dol- 
Isrs  ;  members  admitted  during  the  first  half  of  the 
quarter  shall  pay  for  the  full  quarter  ;  those  admitted 
during  the  last  half  shall  pay  twenty-five  cents.  (See 
Article  VII.  of  the  Constitution.) 
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ARTICLE  IV. 

FINANCIAL  SECRETARY. 

The  elective  officers  of  this  Lodge  shall  include  a 
Financial  Secretary.  (See  Article  IV. ,  Section  4, 
of  the  Constitution.) 

ARTICLE  V. 

TREASURER. 

At  the  first  regular  session  in  each  month,  the 
Treasurer  shall  render  a  statement  to  the  Lodge  of 
the  funds  in  hand,  and  when  the  amount  exceeds  fifty 
dollars  the  Treasurer  shall  pay  the  excess  to  the 
Trustees,  taking  a  receipt  for  the  same.    (See  Art. 

IV.  ,  Section  5,  of  the  Constitution.) 

ARTICLE  VI. 

TRUSTEES. 

The  board  of  Trustees  of  the  funds  of  this  Lodge 
shall  consist  of  three  members.  In  their  election  it 
shall  be  so  arranged  that  one  Trustee  shall  be  elected 
each  year  to  serve  for  three  years.    (See  Article 

V.  of  the  Constitution.) 

ARTICLE  VII. 

COMMITTEES  AND  PIANIST. 

On  the  evening  of  installation  of  officers,  the  No- 
ble Grand  shall  appoint  a  Finance  and  a  Visiting 
Committee  ;  also  a  Pianist  to  serve  for  the  ensuing 
term.  The  Noble  Grand  shall  also  appoint  a  com- 
mittee of  five  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  provide 
entertainment,  as  time  will  permit,  consisting  of  ex- 
ercises in  keeping  with  the  spirit  of  our  Order  ;  when 
said  committee  shall  have  provided  an  entertainment 
for  one  evening,  the  Noble  Grand  shall  appoint 
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another  committee  to  serve,  and  thus  continue  with 
like  appointments  through  the  term.  Special  com- 
mittees may  be  created  at  any  regular  session. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

The  Finance  Committee  shall  consist  of  three 
members,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  examine  and  ap- 
prove, if  found  correct,  all  claims  against  the  Lodge, 
previous  to  payment ;  and  at  the  close  of  the  term 
they  shall  audit  the  accounts  of  the  Financial  Secre- 
tary. Treasurer  and  Trustees  of  Funds,  and  they  shall 
have  access  to  said  officers'  books  at  reasonable  times 
for  said  purpose ;  previous  to  installation  of  officers 
of  the  succeeding  term,  they  shall  submit  a  report  to 
the  Lodge  in  writing. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

VISITING  COMMITTEE. 

The  Visiting  Committee  shall  consist  of  seven 
members,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  visit  members 
sick  or  in  need,  and  to  render  such  assistance  as  the 
exigency  of  the  case  require  and  our  laws  enjoin, and 
report  the  same  to  the  Lodge.  The  Noble  Grand 
shall  so  arrange  said  committee  that  a  sick  member 
shall  be  visited  each  day  during  illness,  if  thought  ad- 
visable. A  list  of  the  committee,  with  the  day- 
assigned,  shall  be  furnished  each  member  of  the 
committee,  by  the  Secretary. 

ARTICLE  X 

CONTINGENT  FUND. 

Any  funds  derived  from  other  sources  than  from 
initiations,  dues  and  cards,  shall  be  kept  and  de- 
posited as  a  contingent  fund,  to  be  used  by  the 
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Lodge  as  two-thirds  of  the  qualified  members  present 
at  a  regular  session  shall  vote  ;  provided,  that  when 
the  amount  to  be  expended  or  donated  from  said 
fund  shall  exceed  five  dollars,  the  matter  shall  be  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  three,  said  committee  to 
report  at  the  same  or  next  regular  session,  as  the 
Lodge  may  decide. 

ARTICLE  XL 

LCSS  BY  DEATH. 

On  the  death  of  a  member,  the  Noble  Grand  shall 
cause  the  Secretary  to  notify  the  members,  so  far  as 
practicable,  and  in  such  a  manner  as  may  be  deemed 
best,  that  the  members  may  attend  the  last  sad  rites 
which  the  living  can  render  the  dead. 


ARTICLE  XII. 

CHANGE  OF  RESIDENCE. 

Any  member  of  this  Lodge,  changing  place  of  res- 
idence, shall  notify  the  Secretary  of  said  change, 
giving  street  and  number. 


ARTICLE  XIII. 

PENALTIES. 

If  any  sister  or  brother  divulge  the  name  of  a  mem- 
ber who  shall  speak  or  vote  against  an  applicant  for 
membership,  or  if  any  member  shall  make  public  any 
business  which  should  be  confined  to  the  Lodge,  they 
may  be  fined  or  expelled  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Lodge, 
said  fine  in  no  case  to  be  less  than  two  dollars. 
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ARTICLE  XIV. 

AMENDMENTS. 

These  By-Laws  may  be  amended  at  any  regular 
session,  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  qualified  mem- 
bers present  and  voting,  provided,  notice  had  been 
given  of  the  proposed  change  at  a  regular  session 
held  previous  to  action  being  taken. 

Sumner  P.  "Lawrence,^  Committee 
Mary  A.  Stebbins,       >  on 
Angie  M.  Pierce,        )  By-Laws. 

Adopted  February  26,  1900,  by  E.  Victoria  Morse 
Rebekah  Lodge,  No.  143,  1.  O.  O.  F.,  Fitchburg, 
Mass. 

A  TKUE  COPY, 

Attest: 

Angie  M.  Pierce, 
[Seal.  J  Secretary. 

Approved  March  13,  1900. 

CHaS.  N.  ALEXANDER,   )  Committee 
GEO.  B.  HAMLIN,  |     on  Laws 

J.  LAWRENCE  MARTIN,  \  Grand  Lodqe, 
WILLIAM  F.    SAWYER,     |    1.  O.  O.  F., 
GEO.  W.  ST IX SOX,  J  Mass. 

-  By  GEORGE  H.  FULLER, 

Secretary  of  Com.  on  Laws. 


ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 


I . 

Opening  the  Lodge* 

2. 

Calling  Roll  of  Officers. 

3- 

Reading  Records  and  action  thereon. 

4- 

Report  of  Investigating  Committee. 

5- 

Balloting  on  Applications  for  Membership. 

6. 

Initiation  and  admission  of  New  Members. 

7- 

Members  reported  as  sick  or  in  need. 

8. 

Report  of  Visiting  Committee. 

9- 

Reception  of  Applications  for  Membership. 

10. 

Bills  and  Communications. 

ii. 

Unfinished  Business. 

12. 

New  Business. 

13- 

Good  of  the  Order. 

14. 

Report  of  Financial  Secretary  and  Treasurer* 

Collection  of  Rituals* 

16. 

Closing  the  Lodge. 

The  above  order  of  business  may  be  changed^  for 
an  occasion,  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members 
present,  or  by  the  Noble  Grand  by  general  consent, 


■ 


